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Northfield Depot as it appeared in 2009 before renovations. 
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An artist's rendering of what a restored and updated Northfield depot 
may look like. 
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NORTHFIELD, Minn. — A depot that once served Rock Island 
Rocket streamliners and Milwaukee Road passenger trains is 



literally moving toward preservation. The former Milwaukee Road 
depot in Northfield, which sits along Union Pacific’s Spine Line, is 
being moved to a new location along between 2nd and 3rd streets. 
A groundbreaking ceremony at the new site was held earlier this 
month. 
 
Save the Northfield Depot set the goal of raising $293,000 to move 
and renovate the depot to assure its preservation. Once $228,550 
was raised, the depot could be moved to its new location, a goal 
the organization has now reached. 
 
“This milestone could not have been possible without the 
generosity of the citizens of Northfield who have supported the 
project — through their donations, their volunteer efforts, and their 
encouraging words,” says Lynn Vincent, co-chair of Save the 
Northfield Depot board of directors. 
 
Once the depot is moved later this year, work will begin to add a 
pavilion and baggage room. The additions are based on a 1917 
proposal Milwaukee Road drew up for the depot’s expansion that 
was never built. The renovated building may also serve as part of a 
new transit hub for the city. 
 
Fundraising will continue for repairs after the move and interior 
renovation of the building in 2015-16. In spring 2017, Save the 
Northfield Depot will begin raising funds for the pavilion and a 
sculpture garden. 
 
The depot was constructed in 1888 and modernized in 1945. 
Milwaukee Road passenger trains served it, but the line through 
Northfield was a secondary route for the Milwaukee Road. The 
major player was the Rock Island, whose trains used Milwaukee 
Road tracks from Rosemount through Northfield to Comus, Minn. 
Several Rock Island streamliners stopped at the station: the Texas 
Rocket, Twin Star Rocket, and the Zephyr Rocket. President 



Dwight Eisenhower’s campaign train even stopped at the depot in 
1952 so the Presidential candidate could shake a few hands. The 
last passenger train to stop at the depot was the Minneapolis — 
Kansas City Plainsman on July 25, 1969. 
 
By 2008 the Milwaukee Road was long gone, it successor Soo 
Line part of Canadian Pacific, and the Rock Island Spine Line was 
owned by Union Pacific. The depot had fallen into disrepair, and 
CP offered to sell it to the newly established non-profit Save the 
Northfield Depot organization for $1 if they would move it off CP 
property. An agreement with the City of Northfield allowed the 
group to purchase city land where the depot would be placed for $1. 
 
More information is available from the organization’s website. 
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